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What is Enactus?



What is Enactus?

• We go into communities

• We identify challenges

• We formulate entrepreneurial solutions 

• Hand up instead of  a hand out 

• Based in 36 countries 

• 27 Universities in South Africa



EnactusUKZN

• Found in all 4 campuses of  UKZN

• We conduct 6 projects as the UKZN team

• Projects are diverse 

• PMB Campus focuses on the agricultural aspect through 2 projects:

1. Sack Space

2. Umtate Wamabovu



Umtate

Wamabovu



Umtate Wamabovu

• A farming cooperative founded in uMsinga

• 231 farmers who are predominantly elderly women

• Farms on 66 hectares of  land

• Discovered in 2012 after floods 

• A needs analysis was conducted to identify the issues 



Umtate Wamabovu:

Issues Identified

• High electricity costs for irrigation

• Access to markets

• Lack of  infrastructure

• Low levels of  education 



Umtate Wamabovu:

Current Outcomes

• Introducing renewable energy .e.g. solar panels

• Edamame Development Program:

1. Provide soya beans that they buy back after harvest

2. Agricultural and basic business skills training

• 2015/16 season: 5 tons of  soya beans harvested

• 2016/17 season: 9 tons of  soya beans harvested

• Generated a total of  R96 000

• Since then the program has spread to other parts of  uMsinga

• Resulted in the 2017/18 season increasing to 37 tons of  harvest, generating a revenue of  R300 000

• In talks with ADA to build pack houses and provide other secondary implements



Sack 

Space



Sack Space

• Based on a concept the team got from Zimbabwe

• Use sacks to vertically farm potatoes, spinach, onions and other vegetables

• October 2017: the team conducted 2 trial runs and secured R10 000 from 

BEEnovation to conduct the trial runs:

1. PMB Children’s Home

2. Agric. Campus



Sack Space:

Trial Runs

• PMB Children’s Home: 

- Planted 25 sacks of  a variety of  crops 

e.g. potatoes, onions, spinach 

- The team was unable to track the results since the home harvested in 

December and was not available to record the findings 



Sack Space:

Trial Runs

• Agric. Campus:

- Planted 25 sacks of  potatoes and 6 sacks of  cabbages & spinach

- Results were documented 

- Harvested spinach 3 times, with each bunch weighing an average of  300g

- Harvested cabbage after 3 months but results were unsatisfactory: smallest 
weighed 348g and the biggest weighed 2,3kg

- Potatoes harvested after 4 months and produced 33kg



Sack Space:

Implementation 

• Planning to pilot the project in the following communities:

- France, Woodlands and Sweetwaters

- Reason being those are the township areas where residents do not have acess

to land

• Goal: to create urban farms where beneficiaries farm in their own backyards 

and sell to a large market as a collective to gain supplier power 



Conclusion

• We constantly hear people speaking about how the youth are the 
future of the country, yet in the one sector that is the nation’s 
bread basket, we find the least amount of youth involvement. 
What picture does this paint for the future of South Africa?

• This is why Enactus UKZN uses the power of entrepreneurship in the 
agricultural sector to positively impact communities in both rural 
and urban areas. We as students are introducing much needed 
innovation and sustainable development in farming, which 
illustrates the importance of having young people involved in 
agriculture.


